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FSB detained and tortured Nariman Ametov. The court announced a 
politically motivated sentence to Serhii Shvydenko. The occupying 
authorities continue unmotivated detainments and arrests of Crimean 
Tatars. The investigative committee started a criminal investigation 
against Nabi Rakhimov, killed by Russian law enforcement servicemen. 
Ivan Yatskin has been illegally convoyed. The courts continue issuing fines 
to Crimean activists. The occupying authority popularizes military service 
among children.

FSB1 detained and tortured Nariman Ametov. During the detention, FSB 
tortured Ametov with electrocution in order to receive information about 
his alleged involvement in subversion. Then he was forced to sign some 
unknown papers and take a lie detector test. Then FSB released him. 
Relatives of Nariman published a public appeal demanding to stop the 
persecution of Crimean Tatars. The next day, on December 24, hundreds of 
Crimean activists gathered near the house of Ametov in order to protest 
against the tortures that he went through.

The court announced a politically motivated sentence to Serhii Shvydenko 
for alleged coordination of the Ukrainian diversionists in Crimea (Russian 
authorities imply that political prisoners Dmytro Shtiblikov, Oleksii 
Stohnii, Hlib Shablii, Oleksii Besarabov, and Volodymyr Dudka were those 
diversionists). Serhii Shvydenko was sentenced to 6.5 years in prison.

The occupying authorities continue unmotivated searches, detainments 
and arrests of Crimean Tatars. FSB detained and later released Kurtumer 
Chalhozov. He was interrogated about the “case on subversion on a gas 
pipeline” in the village Perevalne. Russian law enforcement services 
searched the house of Rustem Ibadlaiev. The administration of a detention 
center refused to release Ruslan Azizov after his term of imprisonment 
was over, even though the administration saw the copy of the court 
decision. He was released only after his lawyer interfered. A coordinator of 
the “Crimean Solidarity” Mustafa Seidaliiev was arrested for ten days right 
after his previous term of arrest was over. He was arrested for the social 
media publication that he made in 2012.

The investigative committee started a criminal investigation against Nabi 
(Aiub) Rakhimov, killed by Russian law enforcement servicemen during 
the detention. The criminal investigation concerns an alleged “use of 
force against the representative of authorities.” Earlier courts, on multiple 
occasions, refused to release the body of Nabi Rakhimov to his wife for a 
funeral.

The violation of the rights of political prisoners continues. Andrii Zakhtei 
stayed in a basement of punitive confinement at the penal colony in 
Simferopol for two months. The court expelled Yashar Muedinov during 

1 Hereinafter all state institutions on the territory of the occupied Crimea and their representatives 
are mentioned with a note that they remain under the control of the occupying Russian authorities 
and therefore are not legitimate from the point of view of the Ukrainian and international law.

the hearing because he was too loud when he repeated a question to a 
witness. The court ruled against returning the case of Oleksandr Sizikov 
to the prosecutor to translate them into Braille script. The court refused 
to approve a defense claim to release the operative documents that were 
the basis for operative-investigative actions against Vladyslav Yesypenko. 
The prison cell of Aziz Akhtemov is supposed to have six beds, but there 
are nine people in it. Therefore, prisoners have to take turns to sleep. They 
have to sleep on the floor as well.

A political prisoner Ivan Yatskin has been illegally convoyed to Kemerovo 
oblast. While he stayed at the detention center Ivan Yatskin went 
on a hunger strike. After he arrived at the penal colony #44 in Belovo, 
Kemerovo oblast, Yatskin was put on a crime-prevention list as a prisoner 
who is bound to escape.

The courts continue issuing fines to Crimean activists. The court issued 
fines to Iryna Kapylova, Rolan Osmanov, Ali Aliiev, Pakize Seitumerova, 
Zarema Nimettulaieva, Mastafa Bekirov and Zidan Adzhykeliamov. The 
sums of fines are between 6 and 15 thousand RUB. The court of appeal 
kept in force a fine against a lawyer Edem Semedliaiev for refusing to 
undress at the police station.

The occupying authority popularizes military service among Crimean 
children. During the event titled “Christmas tree of wishes,” the Russian 
ministry of defense representatives take children on tours on tanks, 
dress them in military helmets and protective vests, and organize target 
shooting. In addition, Russian authorities recruit school children to the 
“Youth army” — a Russian military-patriotic organization for children 
eight-year-old and above.
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